
Join us at the “ANNUAL WISTERIA PARTY” 
March 22, 1 PM at 4761 Niagara Ave. 

If it is raining, we will meet at the PL Methodist Church
This should be a great year for the Wisteria blooms

after all the rain. Guest—John Noble of Coastal
Sage, will give you ideas for your spring garden. 

If the Wisteria blooms don’t bloom on time, 
we will send out a notice with a change of dates.
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GREENING YOUR HOME
AND THE JOYS AND PITFALLS O F
REMODELING A HISTORIC HOME

© Copyright 2008 OCEAN BEACH HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Feb. 21st. at 7 PM, at the PL Methodist Church in
OB, the Ocean Beach Historic Society Meeting

will feature presenter Charles Roberts who will lec-
ture on green strategies for historic home renovation
and the challenges of remodeling and/or
adding to a historic structure.
Roberts is a local architect who focuses on
sustainable architecture and efficient space
planning. He was recently featured on the
KPBS radio show "These Days" on green
design and was interviewed for an article in
the online newspaper "Voice of San Diego". 
Charles was also a former chair of the Ocean
Beach Planning Board. He remodeled his 
historically designated home on Sunset Cliffs
Blvd. and Long Branch St. in accordance with
the Mills Act provisions and incorporates
many green design elements. He and his wife
also renovated another historically designated

craftsman home in Ocean Beach, restoring the exterior
to its original design and modernizing the interior spaces
and amenities of the home with sensitivity to the period
architecture.

Historical designated OB
Craftsman remodeled by Roberts

Before and After:

Sunset Cliffs Blvd. 

Historical 

Beach Cottage 

renovation with 

green technology



          
       

      
          

        
       

      
       

          
       
       

        
     

           
    

         
         

            
       

         
        

            
         

 
        

          
           

           
         
          

           
        
 

         
          

           
        
    

        
   

         
           

      
          

        

           
         

         
  

          
         

            
       

          
        
     

       
          

        
           
         

   
         
           

        
           

      
         

OB FARMER’S MARKET
Wed., 4 p.m. to 8 p.m., 

4900 block of Newport Ave.

Tax season is here! 
Help preserve OB’s history and

get a TAX WRITE-OFF!!!
Donate to the Ocean Beach

Historical Society
a 501 (C) 3 Nonprofit, 

ALL DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE

FEBRUARY 21 at 7 p.m.
Charles Roberts

Greening Your Home &
The Joys and Pitfalls of

Remodeling a Historic Home

MARCH 22 at 1 p.m. 
Annual Wisteria Party

at 4761 NIAGARA AVE. 
If raining, meet at the PL Methodist Church

APRIL 17 at 7 p.m. 
Edwina Goddard

History and Memories of
Growing-up on the Point

MARK YOUR
CALENDARS

OBHS 2008 
GENERAL MEETINGS

At Point Loma Methodist Church
1984 Sunset Cliffs Blvd., Ocean Beach

E V E N T S

NEW MEMBERS
IN JANUARY. :
Dorothy J. Anthony, Pete Barry,
Brad Griffith, Pam Simon, Lindsay
White, Julie Stoltz & Tom Wilbur 

Let us know if you’re moving or
temporarily changing address.

Contact: STEPHANIE
(619) 501-6161  
luckyme3@cox.net

or mail to:
Ocean Beach Historical Society
P.O. Box 7895, San Diego, CA 92167

B Y E - B Y E  B U F F O R D
JAN. 20, 2008, 
OB LOST OUR

FAVORITE CLOWN
On Jan. 22, a farewell 
and remembrance full
of photos and colorful
stories of Bufford was
given at Newbreak at
1959 Abbott in O.B—
formerly "Bufford's
Candy Store" over 25 years ago. 
We will always remember celebrating
Bufford's birthday at the ‘07 OB Exposed.
His clowning around, “Buffordisms”, 
colorful outfits and handfuls of candy will
always bring back a memorable smile to
generations of Obecians. 

       
          

       
        

Collier� s Shack in 
Ocean Beach

Local OB photographer Steve Rowell took the
photo below of the famous Colliers’s Shack at the
foot of Coronado Ave., circa mid-sixties, many
years after it’s heyday. 
The historical postcard on the right portrays the
glory days of the Colliers’s Shack that sat on the
Ocean Beach bluff.

OB EXPOSED COMING IN MAY
Get your photos ready…

MAY 15th is the “ANNUAL OB
EXPOSED.” This years contest and
exhibit at the Masonic Lodge is shaping
up to be a very special evening.

We have added a new category in the
show titled “Professional.” OB has so
many good professional photographers;
we decided they needed their own 
category that wouldn’t be judged, but
they will be able to put their business
cards and/or brochures with their

entries, so attendees can contact them. 
“Professional” category photos do

not need to be donated to the archives.
Professionals may still enter other

categories such as vintage, special
effects etc., but their photos will be
judged anonymously and they will be
asked to donate the image to the OBHS
archives. They will also be eligible for
prizes if they so choose.

Mark your calendar
May 15th  for a night of OB culture.

Above- Historic 
postcard of
Colliers’s Shack
Left- 1960s 
Colliers’s Shack 
by Steve Rowell



“Be careful what you ask for” was the slogan for San
Diego in 1916. The Rain Maker Story should be

required reading for all city council member.
The Richard Nash's play the Rain Maker, and the 1951 movie
staring Burt Lancaster, was the Hollywood version based on
the floods that changed San Diego history forever.
Lancaster portrayed an arm-waving confidence artist who
works the drought-ridden Southwest, promising to bring rain
for a flat fee $100. The real “Rain Maker” asked for $10,000.
In Nash's movie, Lancaster works his carnival-huckster charm
on Katharine Hepburn. Unfortunately, San Diego had more
mud, than movie glamour, in the “REAL Rain Maker story of
politics and an act of man/nature.”
It all started in 1913-15, when there was a severe period of
drought hit San Diego County.
The water for the city was becoming critically short. 
The 1897 overbuilt Moreno reservoir, had never been full. 
Now, it was drying up quickly to little more than a cattle pond
causing great fear of a water shortage. 
On a dry December morning, Charles Hatfield visited the City
Council and announced his profession as a “moisture accelera-
tor.” For a fee,  he boldly claimed to fill the Moreno reservoir
to the brim by using his method of “moisture acceleration”
method. 
Desperate, half hopeful and skeptical the city council listened
to his pitch and read newspaper clippings of his rainmaking tri-
umphs from LA to Alaska and Texas, since 1904 to the present. 
After negotiations the city council voted, 4 to 1, to pay Hatfield
$10,000 if he could fill Moreno reservoir to overflowing by
Dec.20, 1916— or they would pay him nothing. After the deal
was made, the city council boasted, “it’s heads we win, tails he
loses!” Hatfield responded by saying, “be careful what you’re
asking for.”
Hatfield took his rainmaking apparatus out to the mountains of
Moreno reservoir, 60-miles east of San Diego where he built a
40-ft tower with huge galvanized vats on a platform and a tent
below. He began preparing his secret concoction chemicals for
causing rain, or “moisture acceleration”
Unbelievably, the next morning it was raining! The ranchers
were delighted.  
The heavy rains came and kept coming and coming. Mission
Valley banks ran over as the San Diego River received all the
mountain runoff. Downtown San Diego was drenched.
Hatfield called city hall and bragged that he was only just
beginning and that he was doubling his “moisture acceleration”
formula.
An irate rancher called city hall and told them to “Stop the
damn Rainmaker, and pay him off!” My ranch is floating
downstream!”
But Hatfield ecstatically kept pumping out his secret brew for
over a week.

Moreno Lake and Otay Lake were full to the brim. The
Sweetwater Dam and Lower Otay Lake filled to overflowing. 
Jan. 27 the old Otay Dam burst and dumped a 40-foot wall of
water down the canyon,destroying everything in it’s path.
Ocean Beach which sat at the foot of the San Diego River,
was devastated having lost their bridge, tracks, and  the
town completely flooded (see photos). Wonderland’s roller
coaster was destroyed by the flood-waters. Much of the
amusement park was lost to waves and was gone by 1920.
Hatfield unquestionably fulfilled his end of the bargain... or
was it an act of nature? Hatfield took credit for soaking the
City for $10,000 and considered the downpour due to his
“moisture acceleration” efforts. 
As the rains subsided skeptics swamped City Hall to discredit
him as a snake oil salesman! The City refused to pay the
money unless Hatfield would accept liability for flood damages
to the city. By using that argument, in essence the city council
acknowledged his success while denying him payment.
Lawsuits against the city totaled more than 3.5 million dollars!

 
      

    

    
    

   
    

 
     

   

 
 

   
    

   

    
  
  

      

   
 

   
   

  
 

    
     

 
    

    
      

      
  

   

  
   

      

 
   

  
 

    
  

   
   

   
   

 
      

    
      

    
      

      
   

The Rain that devastated Ocean Beach ... 
The Story of the Rain Maker and1916 San Diego Flood 

200 bridges were washed-out in San Diego, including
the 1914 wooden bridge that crossed False Bay 

   
 

      
        

      
    

       
         
  

  
   
   

    
      

      
       
     
   

      
     

       
    

      
   

       
    

    
      
     

       
      

    

  
        

  
 
 

  
  

  



     
        

          
         

       
         

        
          

Charles Roberts
Greening Your Home

and the 
Joys and Pitfalls 
of Remodeling a
Historic Home
FEB. 21, 7 p.m.
PL Methodist Church

1984 Sunset Cliffs Blvd..OB

Join the fun...
ANNUAL

WISTERIA PARTY
MARCH 22 at 1 p.m.

at
4761 NIAGARA AVE. 

               

   

   
    

 

Please join our OB Blog to tell your favorite OB stories, facts and memories. Visit:
w w w . o b h i s t o r y . w o r d p r e s s . c o m

N E X T  
P R O G R A M

Ocean Beach Historical Society
P.O. Box 7895, San Diego, CA 92167
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ARE YOU A MEMBER OF THE OCEAN BEACH HISTORICAL SOCIETY?
We are a 501 (C) 3 Nonprofit, ALL DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE.

Join and receive our newsletters & announcements.
Fill out the below form and mail it with a check to:

OCEAN BEACH HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.O. Box 7895, San Diego, CA 92167

■    Individuals-$12/yr.                     ■    Business, 2 Adults, or Family-$20
■    Sustaining Member-$100 ■    Life Member-$500/1 payment
■    Special Friend of OBHS (includes Life Membership)-$1,000/1 payment

Name ________________________________________________________________

Street Address or PO Box_________________________________________________

City, State, Zip_________________________________________________________

Telephone (optional)_______________________Email(optional)_____________________
■    NEW MEMBER ■    RENEWAL

M
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